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the uncertainty no longer. But he needed several thousand
francs before he could return, and it was impossible for him to
know how he would be able to obtain that sum before his
health made an immediate return imperative*
But in spite of the worry over his health and his finances
he was still content with the life that he had made for himself
at Atuana. The islanders respected him and loved him for the
interest that he took in their interests* He was the only Euro-
pean who had ever come to the islands who had not come to
exploit them, nor to teach them, nor restrict them. There was
nothing arrogant in the interest that he took in them. It did
not spring from a desire to be a power among them. He
championed them because he saw how much finer they were
as a race than the corrupt officials who had control of them and
who represented a proselytising and destructive civilisation,
and he still passionately regretted the lost times when they
had been free and which he had come too late to know. He
fought for them, that their final submergence and extinction
might be postponed as long as possible. Only two people now
came to his hut. One was Ka-Hui, a young boy who came
irregularly to him as a servant, the other was an old islander
named Tioka, a near neighbour, who was now his only regular
visitor.
Tioka was very thin, and his appearance was made almost
frightening by the tattooing that covered his body* He had
never been baptised and was still looked upon by the islanders
as a witch-doctor, for, in spite of the "superstitions" that the
missionaries had taught them, they still held secretly to their
former beliefs. He had been imprisoned for cannibalism in the
past but had been released before the end of his sentence*
An Italian sea-captain had told him that this had been done
on Gauguin's intercession. Gauguin did nothing to dispel the
old man's illusion, and as a sign of gratitude Tioka had
placed on Gauguin's person and on his hut and garden the
sacred tabu, a state of affairs which gave Gauguin a special
position among the islanders and displeased the Mission even